
A SERMON SERIES ABOUT 
GOD’S WORK IN WILDERNESS



A SERMON SERIES ABOUT BEGINNING (AGAIN)



THE PRESENCE

Theophany - the appearance of God; manifestation of 
God in a tangible form, where we can use our senses

Eg. -The burning bush, Mt Sinai(in a storm), Balaam’s 
donkey

Mysticism- experiencing the presence of God in a deeper 
way, always rooted in scripture



THE PRESENCE

After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge 
of the desert. By day the Lord went ahead of them in a 
pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a 
pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by 
day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the 
pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.

EX 13:20-22



THE PRESENCE

Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of 
Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar 
of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 
coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. 
Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the 
one side and light to the other side; so neither went near 
the other all night long.

EX 14:19-20



THE PRESENCE

During the last watch of the night the Lord looked down 
from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and 
threw it into confusion. He jammed the wheels of their 
chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the 
Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The 
Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.

EX 14: 24-25



THE PRESENCE

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You 
are to receive the offering for me from everyone whose heart prompts 
them to give. These are the offerings you are to receive from them: gold, 
silver and bronze; blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 
ram skins dyed red and another type of durable leather; acacia wood; 
olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant 
incense; and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod 
and breastpiece.  Then have them make a sanctuary for 
me, and I will dwell among them. Make this tabernacle and all 
its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.
EX 25:1-9



THE PRESENCE

Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some 
distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the Lord 
would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. And whenever Moses 
went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their 
tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. As Moses went into the 
tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while 
the Lord spoke with Moses. Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at 
the entrance to their tent. The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as 
one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his 
young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.
EX 33:7-11



THE PRESENCE

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle. Moses could not enter the tent of 
meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle.  In all the travels of the Israelites, 
whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would 
set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the 
day it lifted. So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by 
day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the 
Israelites during all their travels.
EX 40:34-38



THE PRESENCE

On the twentieth day of the second month of the second 
year, the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle of the 
covenant law. Then the Israelites set out from the Desert of 
Sinai and traveled from place to place until the cloud came to 
rest in the Desert of Paran.

Num 10:11-12



THE PRESENCE

Here are the stages in the journey of the Israelites when they 
came out of Egypt by divisions under the leadership of Moses 
and Aaron. At the Lord’s command Moses recorded the 
stages in their journey. This is their journey by stages…

Num 33:1-2



THE PRESENCE

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 
with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other.

Gal 5:25-26



THE PRESENCE

Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these 
people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with 
me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found 
favor with me.’ If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so 
I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember 
that this nation is your people.”  The Lord replied, “My Presence 
will go with you, and I will give you rest.”

Ex 33:12-14


