A SERMON SERIES ABOUT

GOD’S WORK IN WILDERNESS







When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead
them on the road through the Philistine country, though
that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they
might change their minds and return to Egypt.” So God

led the people around by the desert road toward the
Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt ready for
battle.

EX13:17-18




Yet the Lord says, “During the forty years that | led you
through the wilderness, your clothes did not wear out,
nor did the sandals on your feet. You ate no bread and
drank no wine or other fermented drink. | did this so

that you might know that | am the Lord your God.”

Deut 29:5-6




Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness
these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in
your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled
you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which
neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does

not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of
the Lord. Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during
these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his
son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. Observe the commands of the
Lord your God, walking in obedience to him and revering him.

Deut 8:2-6




WILDERNESS

In their hunger you gave them bread from heaven and in their thirst you
brought them water from the rock; you told them to go in and take possession
of the land you had sworn with uplifted hand to give them. “But they, our
ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did not obey your
commands. They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you
performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion
appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiving

God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love.
Therefore you did not desert them, even when they cast for themselves an
image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who brought you up out of Egypt,’ or
when they committed awful blasphemies. “Because of your great compassion
you did not abandon them in the wilderness.

NEH 9:15-19




...In the wilderness. There you saw how the
Lord your God carried you, as a father carries
his son, all the way you went until you reached

this place.”

Deut 1:31




ISRAEL IN EGYPT

Undeveloped Relationship with YHWH

Lack of Spiritual Leadership

No Money
Enslaved (no Freedom)
Not Self-Governing
Subject to Egypt’s Laws
No Military
No Understanding of Faith

Little of their own Culture

No Land

ISRAEL AFTER WILDERNESS

Relationship with YHWH
Spiritual Leadership
Money
Freedom
Self-Governing
[sraelite Law
Structured Military
Faith
Culture (Festivals & Calendar)

Promised Land
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But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you

out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once
you were not a people, but now you are the
people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

1 Pet 2:9-10




His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the

divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused
by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to

perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to
mutual affection, love.

2 Pet 1:3-7




For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in vyour
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have
them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been

cleansed from their past sins.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm
your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never
stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Pet 1:.8-11




Formation requires flexibility, openness, curiosity
and willingness. If we are rigid, it will be more

painful when God inevitably stretches us.




Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then

you will be able to test and approve what God’s
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Rom 12:2




